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From the Editor 

Please Note:  The Summer Issue will be published in June so all 

material must be submitted by: 21st May.  

‘Prestwick Going Out’: A monthly article is being sent to the free 

paper for inclusion in their Church News section, so please check 

church notices for submission dates if you wish something to be 

included. 

Although Helen and I will do everything possible to include items 

sent for the newsletter in full, there may be times when we have to 

edit material.  

Irene Smith 

magazine@mpnchurch.org.uk 

Monkton and Prestwick North Church Magazine                                

 

Spring Issue 2017 

 

‘If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation’ 

mailto:property@mpnchurch.org.uk


From David…   As we approach Easter we are reminded 

of the sacrifice that Jesus made, not just for those who go to 

church, but for everyone. It is a truly amazing story. God 

loves us so much that, even now, we can get to know him, 

the Creator of the Universe, for ourselves. Jesus died so that 

through faith in him we could be forgiven. I know there are 

people who don’t believe in God or can’t imagine what they 

would need to be forgiven for. The thing is, even the best of us do and say 

things we regret: things that hurt others or ourselves. I often hear people say, 

“He/she is a good person.” Some even say it of themselves, but it’s not really 

true. You may be a great person but the bible says that all fall short of the 

standard set by God and we need to be forgiven. The death and resurrection 

of Jesus is what makes that forgiveness and new relationship with God 

possible. It really is great news. 

So, if it’s such good news we need to let people know. Those of us who are 

trying to follow 

Jesus need to find 

ways to live out our 

faith and not be 

afraid to tell people 

what we believe. 

Traditionally that 

was when ‘going to 

church’ was 

important, but 

nowadays fewer and 

fewer people have 

any connection with 

church. Some may 

have been for a 

baptism, wedding or funeral but most won’t even have done that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in advertising in the Grapevine, email Irene at 

magazine@mnpchurch.org.uk for details. 

HARKNESS TREE SERVICES 

ALL KINDS OF TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN 

REMOVAL / REDUCTIONS / PRUNING / THINNING / 

STORM DAMAGE 

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

FULLY INSURED/FREE ESTIMATES 

Phone Archie on 01292 265037 / 07816146974 

 

mailto:magazine@mnpchurch.org.uk


MPN Bible Study Group 

The group has 11 members who represent 4 

different Churches. We meet at 10.15am every 

Wednesday morning in the Session House, 

starting off with Tea/Coffee/Biscuits and catch up 

on what has been happening over the past week.  

We then commence our bible study at 10.30am 

until 12.00 noon. 

Everyone has a copy of a study book and we are currently studying Romans.  

The fact that everyone has a study book means that individuals can prepare 

for the bible study in the comfort of their own home and then we discuss the 

questions as a group.   

Everyone gives £1 each week and this money is donated about twice a year 

to Malawi (70% of the total) and the rest (30%) is donated to MPN. 

The Bible Study Group is a great way to develop your faith, knowledge and 

understanding of God’s word as well as building strong personal 

relationships within the group. 

We would love to welcome more members, if you would like to know more 

then please speak to me, either face to face or phone 07754 32756 or email 

lesleykeenan@tkinternet.com 

God bless. 

Lesley Keenan 

 

Home-groups 

Meeting informally in someone’s home is a wonderful 

opportunity to enjoy fellowship, while developing your 

faith through bible study and prayer.  If you would like 

more information, please contact the church office on: 

01292 678810 / office@mpnchurch.org.uk 

Our congregation is on the Path of Renewal process, supported by the central 

committees of the church. We’re trying to do things differently, to engage 

with people who have no idea what happens in our buildings on a Sunday 

morning. Don’t get me wrong, those who go quite like it the way it is – it’s 

comfortable and we feel secure. The thing is it’s not only for us, it’s supposed 

to be a place where anyone and everyone feels welcome, and that they 

belong. It’s supposed to be a place where we meet God and develop deep 

relationships with each other.  

I don’t really know what the church will look like in the future, however, it 

will probably not be much like it is today. It’s not about the building, it’s 

about the people. As we grow in faith, determined to share the good news of 

Jesus with passion and enthusiasm; living lives of love and forgiveness; 

experiencing grace and showing mercy, the church will change – because 

we have changed. 

Why not try church for yourself one Sunday? You might be surprised. For 

the moment it’s still 11am on Sunday mornings, but who knows where or 

when it will be in the future.  Have a great Easter. 

David 

 

 

 

https://www.24-

7prayer.com/emailredirect/8e489b4966fe8f703b5be647f1cbae63/ 

 

During the week leading up to Easter Sunday (9th- 

16th April) we have a 24/7 prayer room in the church. 

There are different resources to help you pray 

whether you are starting out with prayer or have lots 

of experience. It’s great to do on our own or with 

friends. You can sign up for one hour, or up to four 

hours at a time. To sign up there will be someone in 

the large hall after morning services, or use the link 

below:  

 

mailto:lesleykeenan@tkinternet.com
https://www.24-7prayer.com/emailredirect/8e489b4966fe8f703b5be647f1cbae63/
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Path of Renewal: 

 
Who is who in the Path of Renewal? 

 
Each person has been asked to write a little bit about themselves and their journey 
of faith.  In this issue of the Grapevine we hear from the first three members.  

 
Hi, I would like to introduce myself.  My name is Jacqui.   

I wasn’t brought up in church and it never entered my mind to go.  I started 

volunteer work in Monkton Pioneer Café, unaware it belonged to MPN 

church.  It never crossed my mind why the volunteers would cheerily sing to 

gospel songs playing in the background.  I enjoyed my two years there, met 

a lot of lovely people and made good friends.   

 

When I realised the café belonged to the church, and I liked what I saw 

within the volunteers, I decided I wanted to be like that.  However, I still 

wasn’t ready to go to church until one night I was asked to help at a wedding 

reception in the church hall.  I was convinced while there, that I was asked 

to help with teas after the morning service the next day. When I went along 

to church though, I discovered I hadn’t been asked at all! I now believe that 

it was God speaking to me.   

 

I have now been attending church regularly for one and a half years.  I 

attended an Alpha course, which is a great opportunity for people who want 

to find out and ask questions about God, life and Christianity.  It was there 

that I started to fully understand it all.  I thoroughly enjoyed the course and 

it was the perfect way to learn about Jesus. 

I help in different ways within the church and attend Bible Study weekly.  

 

 I now have the joy of Jesus in my heart and my life has been transformed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                  

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Thank you from… 

I would like to say a big thank you for the beautiful flowers, 

delivered by Eleanor, from the church. This was very 

uplifting while I was recuperating from my heart attack 

which I had on 1st. January and also many thanks to the 

prayer group for their continued prayers. 

I have since been told the good news that I do not require 

any further treatment and am now feeling much better.         

Also, thank you so much to Young Church for the lovely 

flowers delivered by Sarah, they were beautiful and cheered 

me up very much. I would like to thank my friends in the 

Wednesday knitting group too for sending me a lovely card 

and flowers which were delivered by Scott. 

It was a lovely surprise and very much appreciated. Thank 

you all very much for your thoughts and prayers. 

Norma Quinn. 

Emily & Sandy would like to thank David and the church 

family for their card and good wishes on their Golden 

Wedding.  God Bless x 

Eleanor would like to thank everyone for their prayers and 

good wishes during her recent illness. 

 

Celebration Box 

Congratulations to:  

Emily & Sandy on their Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

Ian Smith on his 65th Birthday. 

Sandi Munro on her appointment as Minister’s Secretary. 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                                                                   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WOW!  I can’t believe we are half way through the 

session already.  The children have been very busy learning ‘The 

Lord’s Prayer’ and looking in depth at perseverance, humility and 

forgiveness in prayer, followed by a detailed look at Jesus as the King, 

how he was trusted, betrayed and rejected.   

The year ended with our ‘Pop Up Nativity’ and what a great display 

that was.  The children worked hard to practise their lines and delivered 

yet another great nativity with a little help from the rest of our church 

family.   

We managed to raise £275.47 for the Bible Society which will go a 

long way to providing the word of our beloved Lord to those who are 

less fortunate than ourselves. 

Thank you for your continued support with the youngsters. 

                        

                  SAVE THE DATE:  24th June 2017 

We are looking forward to visiting Dumfries House again this year for 

our annual summer outing.  More Details to follow… 

 

 

 

 

Hi, I am Elaine Wardrop, I have been a member at MPN for the last 

27 years, I married Scott at MPN in July 1990 and I’m Mum to Kieran 

23 years and Erin 20 years. I am a Childminder and have the 

privilege of looking after children in my own home. I am an elder at 

MPN and I have had the privilege of being actively involved in the 

life and work of our church over the years.  

Currently, I am part of the AV Team, on the Worship Committee, help 

organise the Friendsheep Knitting Group and I’m part of the Messy 

Church Team.  During the last few years I have also been involved in 

the Discovery process.  This was a Tearfund initiative which we used 

here at MPN to help us look at our community more closely and our 

role as God’s representatives in our neighbourhood. This whole 

process was challenging and took me way out of my comfort zone on 

many different occasions.  However, it also opened my eyes, raised a 

passion in me for helping others and taught me many things about 

our community.  It also taught me many things about what it really 

means to serve God.                       

Three important things I learned were that prayer is essential and 

very powerful!  Also, when God is asking you to do something and 

you feel way out of your depth and inadequate for the task ahead, all 

God really wants you to do is take the first step and lay your trust in 

Him. He will reveal the path ahead when you start walking!  Finally, 

the most important thing I learned is – everything starts with 

relationships! Our relationship with God, each other, our community 

and our world.  Building relationships is essential!   I am feeling very 

excited about Path of Renewal (I’m also feeling out of my comfort 

zone and quietly scared too!!!) However, I can’t wait to see what our 

awesome God has in store for us here in Monkton and Prestwick 

North. 

 

Young Church News 



I am Scott Wardrop and have been coming to MPN all my life.  I have grown 

up within the Church here and have seen many changes.  I think for me, 

things started to change when I started to go out with Elaine.  She started 

coming along to the old Monkton Church Hall Evening Services as she 

worked a Sunday morning.  

This led to us getting married in the Church. I was already an Elder but I 

don’t think I really knew what that meant but I was happy to help doing what 

I could within the Church. Our son was born and he had, as some of you 

know, a pretty hard start to life.  I think from that point onwards I knew I 

could not get through the next few years if Church was not part of my life, I 

think it was at this point my faith started to grow. 

I have been involved in two vacancy committees, head up the Worship 

Committee, am on the Church Officer rota, help out with Messy Church and 

I’m also involved with Christian Aid. 

On Path of Renewal?  I still don’t know what my role will be but I am excited 

to be part of this and really looking forward to where this will lead the 

Church in the future. 

                  
            

* Thanks to Jacqui, Elaine and Scott.  In the June edition of the Grapevine, 

three more people on the Path of Renewal will share their journey.   

We are all on the path of renewal and if you feel you would like to share 

either your journey of faith or any ‘steps’ you feel the church could take, 

please contact David. 

                               
   

 Our church runs a Crèche for babies up to 

their 3rd birthday. For more details, contact:   

               Erin Wardrop: 01292 857153 or Pat Simpson: 01292 477289.  

 

 

                                       

Would you and your children like to join us for a light meal?  Would 

you like to take part in crafts and games based on a bible theme?  

Would you like to listen to stories and sing songs?  Then come along 

to Messy Church in Monkton Church Hall on the 4th Sunday of each 

month from 4pm – 6pm.  You can be sure of a warm welcome and 

lots of fun.   

               

 

Crèche 



Book Review 

‘Miss Garnet’s Angel’ 

by 

   Salley Vickers 

 

This is a novel set in Venice which tells the story of Julia Garnet who finds 

herself in the city after deciding she needs to get away following the death 

of a friend.  She discovers the painting of Tobias and the Angel in a local 

church and as she learns more about the story of Tobias, she begins to 

question her own life.  The author captures the spirit of Venice as Miss 

Garnet’s adventure unfolds.  Julia Garnet has led a sheltered life up till now 

but as she steps out into the unknown, the reader learns much about love, 

death and the growth of the human spirit.  The novel is beautifully written 

and if you love Venice you will love this novel. 

 

Carol Yates 

 

Norma’s Shortbread Recipe 

 
8ozs butter   8ozs plain flour 

 

4ozs castor sugar  4ozs cornflour 

 

Method:  Put all ingredients together and mix, then knead as in bread.  

When it becomes a smooth ball, roll out into an oblong shape then pat into a 

Swiss roll tin (smoothing it out with a glass).  Fork all over, making sure you 

go right through. 

Bake at 180 degrees in fan assisted oven until just golden.  Cut into fingers 

and sprinkle with castor sugar. 

 

*It’s the baking that is important.  Over cook and it will burn.  Undercook 

and it will not be short.  My test is to cut one of the fingers and check if a 

line runs through the middle.  If so, it is not ready so put it back in oven for 

a little longer.  All ovens are different.  Good luck. 

Why Fairtrade?  

Fairtrade fortnight is from 27th February - 12th March 

and during that time there will be a Fairtrade stall at the 

Boys’ Brigade coffee morning on the 4th March 10am-
12noon. I recently gave a talk to the Brigaders at Girls’ Brigade and 

encouraged them to set up a Fairtrade tuck shop, which has been successfully 

implemented. 

I would like to thank everyone for their continued support for this very 

worthwhile cause. Giving producers a fair price for their produce can and 

does change lives. 

 

Margaret Goodlad  
 

Christian Aid 2017 

I know it seems very early to be talking about Christian Aid Week 2017 but 

it is only a few weeks away from starting the Penny Jar collection for this 

year. So, remember to keep your empty jars and I will let you know when 

you can start collecting. 

This year Christian Aid week starts with, as usual, the Fun Day on Saturday 

13th May, then praise night on 14th May at St Nicholas Church followed by 

the door to door collections. We will be looking for some willing volunteers 

to help with this. 

This year Margaret Ferguson and Mary Yuille have decided to stand down 

after many years of loyal service.  I would like to thank them both for all the 

years of hard work and for keeping me right over the past three years!  

However, as the two ladies leave we are delighted to welcome Trish 

Archibald and Lorna Frazer to the team.  I am confident that both will be a 

great asset to the Christian Aid committee.  I know we are always being 

asked for donations but this is such a worthwhile cause, so please support 

Christian Aid in the work that they do both at home and abroad.   

Scott Wardrop. 

 



         

The Girls Brigade Worldwide is celebrating 124 years’ 

mission and as we enter 2017 the desire for Girls’ 

Brigade is not only for our leaders to 'BE 

EMPOWERED' but also for us to ‘EMPOWER’ the 

young people we work with through: providing 

constructive criticism, being non-judgemental and giving 

them the feeling they are loved.  Empowering others not only makes the 

world a better place it also empowers us.  We have had a varied programme 

this year and attendance has been excellent in all sections.  

          

                                                                                 

We are all looking forward to our next fund-raiser which is a fashion show 

held at M&Co in Ayr on the 23rd April 5.30pm to 8.00pm.  

Sunday 7th May is our closing service at 11am in church.  

Display is Monday 8th May at 7pm.  All welcome. 

Capt. Sue Christie. 

An Interview with…  

Our interview for this issue of the ‘Grapevine’ is with the noisiest person in 

our church, our wonderful organist David Watson.  

Q.  How long have you been coming to MPN? 

A.  I have been playing the organ here for 11 years but have previously 

played for many years in other churches.  

Q.  You are a Head Teacher of a primary school which I know can be 

quite stressful, what do you like to do to relax? 

A.  Music is the answer.  I did think about a career in music but decided on 

teaching, which I love as this allowed me to keep music a pleasurable 

hobby rather than work.  

Q.  Do you have a favourite hymn? 

A.  That’s quite difficult because there are a few that I really like, but if I 

do have to choose then I have two that are particular favourites. ‘Be still 

for the presence of the Lord’ and ‘Blessed Assurance’. Hymns are not just 

about a good tune, it’s the words that are the most important and singing 

“Praising my Saviour all the day long” is wonderful.  

Q. If you could change just one thing in our church, what would it be? 

A.  I’m happy with the way things are, the only thing I could think of 

would be to see the congregation show their joy more when singing a 

happy song.    

Q.  What does being the Church Organist mean to you? 

A.  I feel very strongly God has given me a gift through music and that it is 

a privilege to use it.  

 

Thank you David for taking part in the interview, it’s been great to get to know 

you and keep making as much noise as you like!!!  

*David has said that if any of the congregation would like a particular hymn that 

means something special to them, he would be happy to try and incorporate it into 

the service. 

Above left:  at Ayr Fire Station. 

Above right: The Brigaders being 

presented with their Gideon 

Bibles. 

Opposite: Kara, a guide dog for the 

blind, visits the girls. 



 

 

A Poem for Easter 

 

Fast from criticism and Feast on praise. 

Fast from self-pity and Feast on joy. 

Fast from ill-temper and Feast on peace. 

Fast from resentment and Feast on contentment. 

Fast from jealousy and Feast on love. 

Fast from pride and Feast on humility. 

Fast from selfishness and Feast on service. 

Fast from fear and Feast on faith 

 

Holy Week Services 

This Easter, services are being held at South Parish Church each evening at 

8pm and will be taken by different local church leaders. There will also be a 

community event on Easter Saturday 15th April 2pm-4pm at Boydfield 

Gardens which has been organised by Prestwick Council of Churches and 

will include music, stories and activities for families.  MPN will have an 

early morning service at the Old Church, Main Street, Monkton at 9am on 

Easter Sunday which will be followed by breakfast in the Pioneer Café. The 

morning service will be, as usual, at 11am in Prestwick.  

 

 

 “Go in Joy.”  What a wonderful theme the Guild have for this year and we 

certainly have a lot to be joyful about.  We meet fortnightly on Thursday 

afternoons at 2pm. We come into a warm hall, have friendship, tea, a variety 

of speakers and fun. This is all wrapped up in a special time of worship and 

praise. Therefore, how can we be anything but joyful? 

As we approach Easter the Guild have two dates which we would like to 

highlight. The first is on Thursday 30th March at 2pm, when Kingcase 

Praise Group will be our guest. The other date is Thursday 13th April when 

we will be celebrating Communion.  This is a great opportunity for people 

who perhaps don’t want to come out at night for the Holy Week services, 

but want to take part in Communion during this very special week.  Everyone 

is welcome to come to any of our Guild meetings.  Even if it is just the 

occasional one, you are very welcome.  

Our Guild session comes to a close on 27th April when we will be holding 

our AGM and Daffodil tea which is a lovely way to end our session.  

The Annual Business meeting of the Ayr Guild council will be held on 

Thursday 18th May at 7pm in Ayr Auld Kirk when the speaker will be Rev 

Alistair Morrison, Presbytery Moderator.   

Irene (Secretary). 

A Guild Prayer 

With grateful hearts we thank thee, O God, for thy many gifts to us 

and especially for our homes, the Guild and the fellowship of the church. 

We pray that as we have freely received we may freely give 

and follow in the footsteps of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.    

Amen 



Sponsored Cycle:  The 1st Prestwick Boys’ 

Brigade’s charity for this year is Crossroads 

(South Ayrshire) Care Attendant Scheme.  This 

charity was started 32 years ago by the 

Soroptimists’ Club in Ayr.   From small beginnings they have expanded and 

are now a major provider of support to Carers in South Ayrshire.  They 

provide, free of charge, time off for people who care for a relative or friend 

at home.  Their fully trained Care Attendants take over caring duties 

(regardless of age, disability or illness of the person being cared for) 

allowing the carer time for themselves to go shopping, attend appointments 

or socialise with friends. To raise money for this worthwhile cause, the boys 

and officers will be doing a sponsored cycle on Sunday 2nd April.  The 

Anchor Boys will cycle as far as Craigend Road, Troon, the Junior & 

Company Sections will carry on to Barassie.  We are looking forward to the 

challenge and are hoping for a dry day so we can take some photographs to 

show at our Display. 

Display Night:  We will be holding our annual display on Friday 5th May 

when our Inspecting Officer will be Mr Alan Hunter, Training & 

Development Officer for Scotland.  The display allows the boys to 

demonstrate to their parents, friends and Church family all that they have 

done and achieved throughout the session.  We warmly welcome everyone 

to come along.  The Company will fall-in at 7.00p.m. 

    Drama Competition.                                        Company Evening   

                    

Pioneer Café                                            

The café has had a few staff changes recently and 

as we say a sad but grateful farewell to Sandi we 

now welcome Elaine Manderson to the post.  

Elaine has recently moved to Monkton and began 

in the café as a volunteer.                    

Although we are still short of volunteers, we continue to open Mon, Tues 

and Wed from 10am till 3pm serving lunches, home-baking and snacks.  

Therefore, if you would like somewhere to meet up with your friends in a 

relaxed and friendly atmosphere, then the Pioneer Café is the place to be. 

The café is also a great opportunity for volunteers who would like to meet 

others and gain light catering experience.  This can be helpful with work 

prospects as we have had a number of volunteers who have moved on to 

employment.  For details contact Mary Yuille: 01292 475680  

 

The Lunch Club  

The lunch club meets at noon on the first Wednesday of the month in 

Prestwick and the 3rd Thursday of the month in 

Monkton.  Come and enjoy a two course meal 

with tea or coffee for £3.50.  Everybody of all 

ages welcome.  Look forward to seeing you all. 

Janette Munro.                                                                                                                            

Proposed Car Pool 

One of the targets from the ongoing Local Church Review is to establish a 

pool of drivers to bring members with mobility problems to church on 

Sunday mornings. We are aware that informal arrangements already exist 

but believe that there is scope for more volunteer drivers.  If you are able to 

support this venture or know the names of any members who would be happy 

to use this service, please contact church office.                         



 

This year the Gathering is being led by members of the Path of Renewal 

group.  This is a great opportunity to share in worship including some prayers 

and Bible verses that, as a group, we have been studying.   

The Gathering is a time of fellowship and informal worship. We meet on the 

second Sunday of the month at 4pm for light refreshment and chat followed 

at 5pm by a time of praise and worship. If you can’t make it for 4pm you are 

welcome to join us at 5pm for worship only.  We usually finish just before 

6pm.  

If you would like to take part in any aspect of the worship (for example a 

prayer or Bible reading) please speak to any member on the Path of Renewal 

or David. 

 

                                                               Discovery 
 

We feel very blessed to work together with our friends from 

Sutherland House. It is a wonderful facility run by a fabulous team 

of volunteers who provide support for adults with learning 

difficulties. We continue to have fun together, building 

friendships and sharing skills through a variety of activities.   

Coffee Buddies:  We meet every 2nd Thursday in Sainsbury’s Café (who 

always make us very welcome and go out of their way to accommodate our 

large group).  We meet from 1.30pm-2.30pm to enjoy a cuppa, and more 

importantly, friendship. A very warm welcome awaits anyone who wishes 

to join us on 9th & 23rd March,    6th & 20th April,     4th & 18th May. 

If anyone would like more information or if you think you may like to 

become more involved, please contact Elaine Wardrop on 07526128194 

Malawi News...  

It has been a while since I have reported about Malawi, a country we as a 

congregation hold close to our hearts.   

Communications have been few and far between since Rev. Patings Gowa 

left and Rev. Kingsley Chirwa replaced him.  I am pleased to say Christmas 

brought us both the gift of communication via my friend Benford and 

Andrews and with the use of WhatsApp!  

We are now connected more than before and texts come and go regularly.  

We as a group donated money just after Christmas to our brothers and sisters 

in Lweya to purchase solar lamps and food for members within the 

congregation. They in return sent us love, prayers, peace and the joy on their 

faces as captured in the photo below.  

We also donated money to buy food for Bandawe School for The Hearing 

Impaired and Bandawe Girls’ School.  Both were received with great thanks 

and best wishes.  Malawi Presbytery are organising ‘Presbytery’s Got 

Talent’ evening on 31st March 2017.  I will issue more details in coming 

weeks.  I am also putting on my running shoes again later in the year and 

hope to raise funds for our brothers, sisters and dear friends in Malawi.  

         

Lesley McCarrell on behalf of MPN Malawi Committee.  



Ladies’ Day 

On Saturday 4th February at Monkton we had the second of our Ladies’ 

Days.  The teaching for the day was on James 5. We were challenged to be 

content with what we have and not to concentrate on what we don’t have. 

The theme of generosity was explored and we were asked to consider where 

Christ is asking each of us to be generous with our life. The speaker 

reminded us that in times of difficulty we need to stand on the word of God 

and pray constantly.   

The focus of the day’s teaching was very much in tune with what David has 

been encouraging us all to do as we consider the way ahead for our church. 

Thanks must go to Lesley and all the ladies who provided the delicious food, 

not forgetting Malcolm and Gavin who served behind the counter. This was 

a special day of fellowship and teaching. Roll on the next one! 
 

Carol Yates 

           

 
Picture courtesy of Malcolm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Friendsheep Group, who are of mixed age and ability, enjoy sharing a 

cuppa and friendship while sharing our skills.  

Ayrshire Hospice is our chosen charity for this year and we hope to have a 

knitting stall during fellowship break in the hall on the 3rd Sunday of each 

month. We will be selling a variety of knitted goods, which can be made to 

order, and the proceeds will go to the charity at the end of the year. 

The stall will also be an opportunity for you to find out more about our 

projects which are listed below:   

 Supplying baby hats to Ayrshire Maternity Unit 

 Making Twiddles for dementia patients (with New Life Church)  

 Supplying knitted items at various charity events 

 Knitting crosses & blankets 

 Prayer Shawl 

 Knitted hearts for Scottish Association for Children with Heart 

Disorders 

We would be delighted to hear any feedback, ideas or requests. Please use 

our Friendsheep post box in the Session Room for orders. 

Thank you for all your prayers and support.  

If you would like more information, please contact:  Catherine McCormick 

or Elaine Wardrop 07526128194. 

 

 



Quiz Night 

The Pastoral Care Committee are hoping to hold another successful quiz 

night on Thursday 30th March at 7pm. 

Tickets cost £10 for a team of 4 or £2.50 per person and this will include 

light refreshments. 

So if you fancy a fun-filled evening where 

you can exercise your grey matter, then come 

along and bring your friends and family with 

you.                                           

Tickets available from Sandi at Church 

Office or Jim Riach. 

 

                                           Just for fun! 

Presently, I am trying to make friends outside of Facebook while 

applying the same Facebook principles.   

Therefore, every day: 

I go out on the street and tell the passers-by what I have eaten, how I feel, 

what I have done the night before, and what I will do tomorrow.   

Then I give them pictures of my family, my dog, of me gardening and 

spending time in my pool.  

I also listen to their conversation and I tell them I love them.    

It works!  

I already have 3 persons following me –  

2 Police Officers and a Psychotherapist. 

 

 

At MPN, we currently sponsor four children, with 

Young Church sponsoring one child and three 

individuals / families sponsoring a further three 

children between them. The sponsored child has 

access to a feeding programme which supports not 

only them but their families too. Sponsoring costs £18 per month. 

I am the church contact person for ‘Adopt A Child’ at MPN.  If you think 

you might be interested in sponsoring or if you would like more information, 

please contact me on 07526128194 or see me in church. 

Elaine Wardrop   

 

Do you, or anyone you know need prayer?  The church has 

a prayer chain where requests for prayer are sent to a prayer 

team by email or text and prayer begins immediately.  This 

is a great opportunity to serve others and see the power of 

God working.   

Prayer requests will be handled with confidentiality.  For requests, or if you 

wish to be part of the prayer team please contact: Tricia Harkness 

07974690489 or Maureen McCreadie on 075613005 

 

 

‘Our prayers may be awkward. 

Our attempts may be feeble, 

but since the power of prayer 

 is in the one who hears 

and not in the one who says it,  

our prayers do make a difference.’ 

                                                           Max Lucado 



 

 

 
 

1ST PRESTWICK BOYS’ BRIGADE 

 

COFFEE MORNING 

in 

CHURCH HALLS, MONKTON ROAD, PRESTWICK 

on 

SATURDAY 4th MARCH 2017 

 

from 

10.00 am – 12 noon 

 

Home Baking; Toys/Games; Books; Hand Made Cards; DVDs/CDs; 

Plants 

 

TICKETS:  From B.B. Officers / Boys or Pay at Door 

Adults £2   Children £1 

 

 

 

MPN CHURCH GIRLS’ BRIGADE 

FASHION SHOW 

at 

M & CO HIGH STREET, AYR 

on 

SUNDAY 23rd APRIL 2017   

5.30 pm – 8 pm 

 

Refreshments include white wine, flavoured water and shortbread 

TICKETS: Adult & children £3.50 / under 5’s free 

 




